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and got up a counter petition, which he sent to the
Sultan. They, therefore, refused this time to sepa-
rate. The reverence of the Cretans for their tra-
ditional procedure was such that when the assembly
had dissolved, its authority, and that of the persons
composing it, lapsed, and the deputies had no right
to hope for obedience if they called on the popu-
lation to rise. The assembly would have to be
again convened, elected, and organized in order to
exercise any authority.

As the plan of the pasha was to provoke a con-
flict, he ordered the troops out, and called a meeting
of the consuls, to whom he communicated his in-
tention of dispersing the assembly by force. As
this meant fighting, the consuls opposed it, with the
exception of Derche, the French consul, who took
the lead in approving the pasha's proposals. The
English consul, Dickson, an extremely honest and
humane man, but tied by his instructions to act
with his French colleague, could only say that the
assembly thus far had acted in strict accordance
with its firman rights, and he hoped that they would
be respected, but he did not join in the opposition
with the rest of us. Colucci, the Italian, the
youngest of the consular body, said that he had
information that the committee of the assembly
had expressed their willingness to disperse on re-
ceiving assurance that they would not, as in the
former case, be molested for the action they had
taken; and as they had committed no illegal act, he
considered this their due. His excellency dodged